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The Sondis are gradually getting much of the b< land into their hands, and many of the guileless hill rye into their power.    Mr. Taylor stated in 1892 that 't rate of interest on loans extorted by these Sondis is i per cent, and, if this is not cleared off in the first ye; compound interest at  100 per cent, is charged on t balance.    The  result   is   that,   in   many instances,   t] cultivators  are   unable   to   pay   in   cash or kind,  at become the gotis or serfs of the sowcars, for whom th< have  to   work   in  return   for   mere   batta  (subsistem allowance),   whilst the   latter take  care to manipula their accounts in such a manner that the debt is nev paid  off.    A remarkable instance of this  tyranny  w; brought to my notice a few days since.    A ryot son-fifty years ago borrowed Rs. 20 ; he paid back Rs. 50 ; intervals, and worked for the whole of his life, and die in harness.    For  the  same  debt the  sowcar  (mone^ lender) claimed the services of his son, and he too die in bondage, leaving two small sons aged 13 and 9, whos services were   also   claimed   for   an  alleged  arrear  c Rs. 30 on a debt of Rs. 20 borrowed 50 years back, fc which Rs. 50 in cash had been repaid in addition to th perpetual labour of a man for a similar period.'    Thi custom of goti is firmly established, and,  in  a recen case, an elder brother claimed to be able to pledge fo his own debts the services of his younger brother,  an even those of the latter's wife.     Debts due by persons c respectability are often collected by the Sondis by a] exasperating method, which has led to at least one cas of homicide.    They  send Ghasis, who are one of th< lowest of all castes, and contact with whom is utter defile ment entailing severe caste penalties, to haunt the houst of the debtor who will not pay, insult and annoy him anc his family, and threaten to drag him forcibly before th<